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�e Ohio Beacon is published 
quarterly. Please report all changes 
of address to your Lodge secretary,
who, in turn, will notify the 
Grand Secretary, who maintains 
the database that produces the 
BEACON mailing lists.
 
 
Chad Simpson
Director of Program Development
�e Grand Lodge F.&A.M. of Ohio
One Masonic Drive
Spring�eld, OH 45504
614-885-5318
csimpson@freemason.com

Kristen Hirschfeld
Manager, Comm. and Mktg.
�e Ohio Masonic Home
2655 W. National Road
Spring�eld, OH 45504
937-525-3025
khirschfeld@
ohiomasonichome.org

�is is an exciting year for 
Freemasonry in Ohio.  �ere 

are a lot of new things happening.   
As we have traveled the state, I am 
encouraged by the positive comments 
we are receiving from the Brethren.  I 
am con�dent Freemasonry is moving 
in the right direction.

�ere have been about a dozen 
District Leadership training courses 
held. �e feedback we have received 
has been outstanding.  Worshipful 
Brother Mike Clevenger has put 
together a session that is helping the 
Brethren hone their leadership skills.   
�is program will help all who take 
it to not only become better Masonic 
Leaders, but will help them in their 
personal and professional lives.  If you 
have the opportunity to attend one 

of these sessions, I would highly 
recommend it.

�ere are other learning 
opportunities.  Wardens and 

Deacons will be, or have 
attended a training session.  

�e Lodge Education 
O�cers have already 
been trained.  �ere 
is also a plan to 
teach investigating 
committees the proper 
way to conduct these 

sessions.  �is Masonic 
Education is focusing 
on procedures to help 
Lodges with long-
range planning and 

successful programs.

Your Grand Lodge O�cers have 
been working hard to �nd new and 
exciting ways to help the Lodges.  We 
have asked Lodges to think of ways 
to enhance the experiences of their 
established and new members.  It is 
critical for our long-term success to 
�nd ways to improve the Masonic 
experience and still keep 
Masonic values in place.  
We would ask any 
Lodge or Brother 
who has an idea to 
contact the Grand 
Lodge O�ce or me 
to discuss the ideas.  
We are open to 
new ideas, as long as 
they do not violate our 
Masonic Code.

Brethren, “�e Time is Now.”   
Masonic ethics, morals, and virtues are 
important in our world today, but 
we all know they are sadly lacking 
in society.  We, as Masons, must 
do our best to spread Brotherly 
Love to all that we touch.  Have you 
given a petition to someone you know 
would be a good Mason?  Are you 
proud of your Masonic memberships?  
I know you are.  We must do all we 
can to enrich the Masonic experience 
of our  Brethren, whether they are a 
70 year member or new.  �e Masonic 
Fraternity o£ers something for all 
good men.  What have you done to 
increase membership, improve the 
social aspect of your Lodge, or increase 
public awareness of who we are, what 
we do, and what we stand for?

Have a safe and prosperous New Year.  
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The Time is

Now...
I am not sure about you, but I am pretty masterful at 

procrastination. You know, the art of putting o£ actions 
or things that need to be done until you absolutely have to 

do them. If we are truthful with ourselves, I think all of us 
have procrastinated or continue to do so in our lives. I know 

for me I will usually get it done, but for some reason, I need the 
pressure or added anxiety to accomplish the task. In 

my perception, many of these actions or behaviors 
are somewhat meaningless or not important to the 

wellbeing of ourselves or others. �at is where the problem 
with procrastination lies.  My perception may be wrong, which 
is when the anxiety or stress of the situation or action I do not 
want to do shifts from a positive to a negative. �is type 
of stress is not healthy for us. So enters the saying, 
“�e Time is Now.”  If we use this mantra to limit 
our procrastination, we may reduce our stress and 
maximize our quality of life. Sounds pretty good to 
me, how about you?

We at your Ohio Masonic Home are focusing on 
�e Time is Now in many ways in this year of 
2015. We are focused on the time is now for us to:

• Put energy and dollars back into the Spring�eld 
campus with a new building and upgrades to our 
facilities. 

• Put energy into implementing our strategic plan which 
focuses on building closer relationships with you and developing new 

services that help us live our mission. 

• Develop and implement new ways to assist the Brethren, 
widows and families to live how they want and where they 
want. 

• Continue to improve our �nancial stability and 
high quality of services. 

As we focus on these areas for the next year may I say thank 
you for all you do to support us in our mission.
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4TH ANNUAL MIRACLE MILES ROAD 
RALLY LAYS NEW TRACKS TO FUN 

CENTRAL LOCATION!
Start your engines for a good cause August 22, 2015! 
Volunteers will drive from all over the state of Ohio and 
ask friends, family, and co-workers to sponsor their ride. 
�ere will be kick o£ celebrations across the state or you 
can also plan your own kick o£ site for your group’s ride. 

Starting points around Ohio:

• Spring�eld Masonic Community
      2655 W. National Rd., Spring�eld, Ohio 45504

• Browning Masonic Community
      8883 Browning Dr., Waterville, Ohio 43566

• Western Reserve Masonic Community
   4931 Nettleton Rd., Medina, Ohio 44256

Ending point:

 Delaware County Fairgrounds
  236 Pennsylvania Avenue

        Delaware, OH 43015

�e event will culminate at 
the Delaware County 

Fairgrounds with a giant 
tailgate party and 

car show featuring �e Menus with 
prizes, special announcements and a 
closing ceremony.

Register today by 
contacting Dan Shirk at 
dshirk@ohiomasonichome.org or go 

online to www.ohiomasonichome.
kintera.org/2015RoadRally.

2ND ANNUAL MIRACLE MILES GOLF 
CLASSIC TEES OFF JUNE 1, 2015! 

�e Ohio Masonic Home Foundation invites you to the 
exclusive Wedgewood Golf & Country Club for a round 
of golf in the Second Annual Miracle Miles for Memory 
Care Golf Classic. 

Voted one of the top 20 courses in Ohio, the Wedgewood 
golf course, located in Powell, was designed by Robert 
Trent Jones, Jr. and takes golfers through a majestic course 
complete with stone laden creeks and mirror ponds. 

Each registration entitles the golfer to:
• 18 holes of golf with the use of a cart
• �e use of the practice range
• �e use of the locker room and  

guest showers
• Scoring
• Bag drop valet service with hole assignment
• Dinner

Registration: $125 or $500/foursome. (Single 
registrations welcome). While you play through this 
work of art you will be supporting the Ohio Masonic 
Home Foundation in its initiative to bring 
enhanced programming for Ohio Masonic 
Home memory care residents across the 
state. 

Invite your friends, Lodge members, 
co-workers, or business partners to 
play at this private course and enjoy 
the opportunity of a lifetime.  

Sign up today by 
contacting Mark Harris at 
maharris@ohiomasonichome.org, 
or go online to www.omhgolf2015.
kintera.org.

ohio     . masonicohio     . masonic. masonic. ohio     masonic
 home    .foundation home    .foundationfoundation
events

Voted one 
of top 20 

courses in 
Ohio!

Live music 
featuring 

�e Menus!
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Bellville Lodge No. 376 was honored 
by the Heart of Ohio Council of 

the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) for its support in 

organizing and chartering 
the �rst Venturing Crew 
in the Johnny Appleseed 
District.  �is district 
encompasses Richland, 
Ashland and part of 

Crawford Counties. 

Venturing is a coed BSA 
program for youth ages

14-21. It is a program that has 
a strong service orientation and is 

designed to teach and mold leadership 
among the youth it serves. Leadership is promoted 
through the recognition program where youth build 
upon lessons of leadership through experience. It is 
a high adventure program that requires the youth to 
take responsibility to plan, prepare and lead the crew in 
those activities. 

�e Brethren of Bellville Lodge saw this 
relationship as a natural �t, considering 
the Masonic tradition of service and 
leadership. �e Brethren will be 
responsible for providing a safe 
meeting place and keeping the 
charter current. �ey have already 
worked hard to get the crew started, 
which has included obtaining a 
large number of the items needed 
for starting of the new crew. 

Crew 4126 has already begun 
recruiting and planning its �rst 
adventure. Bellville Lodge is proud to 
sponsor this new program for the youth 
of Richland County and looks forward to a 
long and fruitful relationship. 

Bellville Lodge Honored by

Dan Hrinko, charter Master of Arts & Sciences Lodge 
No. 792, is Ohio’s latest published Masonic author.  His 
book is called �e Craft Driven Lodge, and it has been 
published by Macoy Publishing.

�e book provides insight into some of the 
principles that are fundamental to the health 
and prosperity of a Masonic Lodge.

“�e Craft Driven Lodge approach allows 
brothers to identify their particular interests, 
their particular resources, and empowers them 

to create a Lodge experience that is to 
their liking without being tied to any 

particular set of actions, ceremonies, 
or even fundamental beliefs beyond 
those universal to Speculative 
Freemasonry across the globe,” 

explains Hrinko in his book.
Hrinko’s forty plus years of experience in 

the Masonic fraternity coupled with 
his professional experience as a 

psychologist makes this book 
a worthwhile read for any 

Freemason with a desire 
to get the most out of 
his lodge experience.

For more information, 
visit: http://www.
macoy.com/�e-Craft-
Driven-Lodge-P9398.
aspx

OHIO’S LATEST

Masonic Author
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�e Grand Lodge of Ohio Museum is currently 
endeavoring to create an exhibit on Masonic 
music – especially music used by Ohio Lodges.  
�e exhibit will debut during Ohio Masonic Home 
Day Sunday, June 8, 2015.  To assist in this e£ort, 
Lodges are requested to search their archives, vaults 
and desk drawers to see if relics of their Masonic 
musical past may still exist.

�ough few Lodges sing today, singing was once 
popular for men in Lodge and in other parts of the 
community.  �e proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
reveal that Robert Burns’ Masonic Adieu was sung at 
the close of each Grand Lodge annual communication 
from 1853 to 1869.  

Interestingly, some tradition-minded Ohio Lodges 
are bringing back communal singing either during 
meals or to open or close their meetings.  
Remember, it is by the power of 

music that mankind 
may touch the 
tender most chords 

of human existence.

Lodges or Brethren 
wishing to share 
examples of their 
Masonic music through
this exhibit should 
contact Chad Simpson, 
csimpson@freemason.
com or 
800-292-6092.

�e Ohio Lodge of Research will celebrate its 
�ftieth anniversary on Saturday, May 23, 2015 with 
a banquet for Masons and their guests.  Michael 
Poll, Masonic researcher and publisher from 
Louisiana, will be the keynote speaker.

�is anniversary celebration 
will be held at Northwest 
Masonic Temple, 2436 
West Dublin Granville Road, 
Columbus, Ohio 43235.  
Active members of the Lodge 
of Research will meet at 3:30 
p.m.  Social hour will start at 5:00 
p.m. with the banquet beginning 
at 6:00 p.m.  

To make reservations or for more 
information, please contact Pat 
King at paschal@sprintmail.com or 
740-682-7544.

Grand Lodge 
Museum to 

feature 
Masonic Music

         Ohio Lodge of
           Research – 

Celebrating 50 Years!
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By Andrew Snyder

Many ask questions, sometimes the 
same one over and over.  Others 
have a hard time understanding 
where they are and what day it is.  

 Most love to tell stories, talk about 
their families and reminisce about the past.  I am 17 years 
old and work in an assisted living facility.  
Seeing the residents of Browning 
Masonic Community can sometimes be 
the highlight of my day.

My journey at Browning Masonic 
Community began a year ago when I got 
my �rst job there as a dietary aide.  I did 
not know what to expect, but I knew I 
was not expecting much. After working 
there a couple of months, I knew the 
names of the residents, where they sit 
in the dining room and what apartment 
they lived in.  

Everyone there has a story.  Most of the 
men served in World War II or the Korean 
War.  �ere is even a resident who was a 
prisoner of war in the Paci�c for almost an 
entire year.  �e only item on the menu that he 
will not eat is rice, as this was the only thing he 
ate during his captivity.

One of my favorite residents likes 
to only speak in Spanish.  I like to 
make her laugh and brush up on 
my Spanish, as I studied Spanish 
for �ve years.  She loves to have 
me sit next to her at the dinner 
table if I have time.  Although 
I am not always sure what she 
is saying I do know that she 
appreciates me taking the time 
to listen.

prisoner of war in the Paci�c for almost an 
entire year.  �e only item on the menu that he 
will not eat is rice, as this was the only thing he 

Many ask questions, sometimes the 
same one over and over.  Others 
have a hard time understanding 
where they are and what day it is.  
Most love to tell stories, talk about 

their families and reminisce about the past.  I am 17 years 

Residents love to talk about their families.  Many have weekly visits 
from loved ones or they are sent pictures in the mail, even postcards 
from children who travel the world. �en, there is the more di�cult 
side of talking about family.  It is a humbling experience to have 
someone talk to you about how they have buried a spouse, child, someone talk to you about how they have buried a spouse, child, 
or even a grandchild.  It is important to them that they keep the or even a grandchild.  It is important to them that they keep the 
memory alive, and they do that by telling stories.  memory alive, and they do that by telling stories.  

Working in the environment that I do, I realize that I take so many Working in the environment that I do, I realize that I take so many 
things for granted.  �e residents have taught me to be a more things for granted.  �e residents have taught me to be a more 
patient person and to not always be in such a hurry.  �ey always patient person and to not always be in such a hurry.  �ey always 
tell me, “Don’t work too hard, you have the rest of your life to work.”tell me, “Don’t work too hard, you have the rest of your life to work.”

Many have fought for the freedom of our country or lived through Many have fought for the freedom of our country or lived through 
the Great Depression.  My generation does not 
actually realize how the older generations have paved 
the way for us.  �eir stories make me realize how the way for us.  �eir stories make me realize how 
much I have to be grateful for.

As my journey at Browning Masonic Community 
continues, I realize that I enjoy being there.  I no 
longer just show up, counting the minutes for my 
shift to end.  

I can tell the residents enjoy the sta£ from my year of 
work in assisted living.  �e older generations used to 
take care of the younger ones.  Now, it is time for the 
younger generation to take care of them.  

I am glad I can play a small role in that.
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Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.

Tom Stofac, Ohio Masonic Home (OMH) Chief Executive O�cer, and his executive team 
cordially invite you to join us for a complimentary dinner and an evening of information 
sharing. Please attend and bring a guest if you wish.  �e evening will include updates on 
the OMH Mission, services provided, ways in which the Fraternity is being served across 
the state, and how charitable contributions to OMH are being used. We appreciate the 
opportunity to visit with you and to bring  “�e Home” closer to your Home.

Nights
Please be our Guest...
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Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.

1. Wednesday, May 6
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Alexandria’s
2. Wednesday, May 20
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Mohican State Park
3. Wednesday, April 22
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Canton Masonic Temple

4. Wednesday, April 8
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Salt Fork Lodge
5. Wednesday, March 18
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Ohio University Inn

6. Wednesday, May 27
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 F.O.E. #2293
      Georgetown, Ohio
7. Wednesday, March 25
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Dayton Masonic Center
8. Wednesday, April 1
 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Villa Milano

Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.Space is limited! Reserve your seat today by calling  toll - free (888) 248-2664 or by visiting omhnights.kintera.org.

Canton Masonic Temple Ohio University Inn

Nights
1. Wednesday, May 6

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Alexandria’s

Wednesday, May 6
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Alexandria’s

6. Wednesday, May 27
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
F.O.E. #2293

Each evening 
will include 
appetizers, 

dinner and an 
informative 

program sharing 
updates on the 
Ohio Masonic 
Home Mission.
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Many of us spend our free time dreaming about 
traveling to far-o£ places. However, few of us 
actually get to turn those dreams into reality. 
George West of Spring�eld Masonic 
Community is one of those lucky few. 
George took his �rst cruise in 1977 with 
his wife Phyllis. �eir journey aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth II from South Hampton 
to New York launched a 
life-long passion for 
travel.  

On October 27, 2014, 
George embarked on 
a 15-day cruise on the 
Island Princess. Departing 
from Fort Lauderdale, 
George and his daughter 
Sharon sailed south to travel 
the Panama Canal, celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of its opening. 

Passing through the canal was a full 
day enterprise and was George’s favorite 
experience of the tour. �e Island Princess falls 
into the largest category of ship that is currently able 
to enter the canal. Motorized “mules” steadily pulled 
the Island Princess from lock to lock, until they reached 
beautiful Gatun Lake. 

Hotels and restaurants line the shore of the canal where 
people turn out on balconies to cheer and wave to the 
passing ships. In preparation of this party atmosphere, 
cruise passengers are encouraged to make signs and 
posters representing their hometowns. George and 
Sharon worked on a poster honoring George’s 62 years as 
a Mason and his fondness for his home, the Spring�eld 
Masonic Community. Once �nished, the posters were 
hung from the ship’s railing to celebrate the diversity of 
those making the passage from the Atlantic to the 
Paci�c.

Upon arrival in Los 
Angeles, California, 
George’s next 

destination was the 
famous Queen Mary. 
George and Sharon 
spent their time aboard 
touring the beautiful 
ship and enjoying its 
many attractions such 
as the Princess Diana 
exhibit.

 
George has already begun 

planning his next excursion, 
a “bucket list” cruise to Nova 

Scotia, to celebrate his 90th 
birthday with a family reunion 

in New Brunswick.  George, the son 
of a Mason, was born in 1927 in Guysboro, 

Nova Scotia. He became a Mason in 1953, joining Burns 
Lodge #10 in Halifax. In 1957, he moved with his wife to 
Vermilion, Ohio joining Ely Lodge #424 and serving for 
many years as the Chaplain Emeritus. George and Phyllis 
moved to Florida in 1998 after raising three daughters 

and one son, who also joined the Fraternity in 1980. When 
Phyllis’ health began to decline, they made the decision to call 
Spring�eld Masonic Community (SMC) home in 2011.

George says his favorite part of SMC is the underground 
walkway. He can walk anywhere he needs to go without stepping 
foot outside. He appreciates the ease of access to all parts of 
the campus, including the skilled care facilities, which were 
tremendously important during his wife’s illness. Phyllis left this 
world for a better place in October of 2011 and George stayed 
at Spring�eld Masonic Community where he lives actively and 
comfortably when he’s not traveling the world.

Resources: www.pancanal.com, www.queenmary.com

Trip of a Lifetime
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It is often said 
that one of the 
greatest joys in 
life is creating 
something with 

your own hands. 
�e ladies of the 

Spring�eld Masonic 
Community (SMC) 

Needlecraft Workshop 
experience this through 

their passion for sewing, 
knitting and crocheting. �is group of roughly a dozen 
women spends its free time creating small expressions of 
love from fabric and yarn.

Barbara Hause is the founder of the Needlecraft Workshop. 
Originally from Minnesota, she and her husband lived 
in Myrtle Beach before moving to Spring�eld Masonic 
Community in 2012. Barbara learned how to sew on the 
family sewing machine when she was very young, 
sparking an enduring a£ection for needlecrafts. 
Barbara’s enthusiasm for creating beautiful and 
functional pieces has never wavered, and for 
this she credits her husband and his complete 
support. 

When Barbara moved to SMC, her new friends 
and neighbors voiced their interest in 
having a place to gather and enjoy 
crafting together. As interest grew, 
Barbara put together a proposal 
and began working with SMC 
sta£ to �nd a suitable, available 
space. In November of 2013, the 
Needlecraft Workshop was born. 
Fully stocked with supplies, 
including sewing machines, 
fabric and even an antique 
loom, the Workshop is now the 
ideal space for those interested 
in continuing, renewing, or even 
learning needlecrafts. 

Carol Tanner is one of those whose 
a£ection for needlecrafts has been 

rekindled due to the Workshop. Carol is an Ohio native and 
came to live at Spring�eld Masonic Community in 2007. 
Carol’s mother and grandmother introduced her to cross 
stitch and embroidery at age nine. Interests in knitting and 
crocheting quickly followed, but sewing soon became Carol’s 
go-to craft. For many years she sewed the majority of her 
own clothing and suddenly it had been �fty years since she 
had last picked up her knitting needles. 

Carol decided to join the Needlecraft Workshop in order 
to complete a quilt for her great granddaughter. �en, in 
August of 2014, Carol’s daughter, Tina, mentioned wanting 
a handmade afghan. After a quick knitting refresher and 
with the encouragement of her fellow needlecrafters, Carol 
completed a beautiful afghan in less than �ve months and 
was able to surprise Tina with it at Christmas. 

Both Barbara and Carol agree that the Needlecraft 
Workshop brings happiness to its members. �ey enjoy 
having the opportunity to socialize while working with 

their hands. Each new member brings with her the 
opportunity to share something new, whether it’s 
a stitch, technique or idea for a group project. �e 
ladies of the Workshop have created 13 shawls and 
lap robes for SMC residents to use when traveling 

to appointments. �ey also sent 25 handmade t-shirt 
dresses to Mexico when another resident embarked on 
a mission trip last summer. �e group even engaged 

non-members in the creation of a giant knotted 
quilt that sold just before Ohio Masonic 

Home Day. 

It’s not uncommon for our friends 
and neighbors to become our  second 
family. Barbara and Carol believe that 
Spring�eld Masonic Community 
is a family. �e Needlecraft 
Workshop acts as an opportunity 
for this family to gather, whether 
it’s to work together, visit together, 
or even just stop by to see the latest 

project.  �ere is no greater joy than 
creating something with your own 

hands especially if that joy can, in turn, 
create a family from a community.

Needlecraft
The Joy of
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Few dreams exceed that of an immigrant becoming a United States citizen.  
It is a process that spans  years, hoops, and tests.  Western Reserve Masonic 
Community (WRMC) is proud to be the home-away-from-home for one 
of the country’s newest members, Miroslaw “Mike” Brys.

Mike and his wife, Joanna, are originally from Cieszyn, a town that is split 
between Poland and the Czech Republic.  �ey lived on the Polish side.  
�ey enjoyed traveling the world, but realized when visiting Joanna’s sister 

in Ohio that they wanted to make the United States their permanent home.  

�e process began with a sponsorship for green cards from Joanna’s sister in 
1996. �ere was a 12-year wait, meaning the green cards would not be issued 
until 2008.  

Mike began working in the maintenance department at WRMC in 2011.  
Before his �rst shift started, he had already been in the naturalization process 
for 15 years.

Over the years, Mike, Joanna, and their son, Daniel, 
have all grown accustomed to the American way 
of life.  “Freedom is the best part of the United 
States,” says Mike.  “If you grow up here, you 
don’t realize it, but freedom is something 
you don’t �nd everywhere.”

Mike received his green card in 2008 and 
was anxiously awaiting his opportunity to 
become an o�cial U.S. citizen.  �at dream 
was realized on January 16, 2015.  Mike 
was welcomed into citizenship 
after successfully passing an 
exam and swearing an oath 
to the American ³ag.  He is 
extremely grateful to be a 
part of a nation he says is 
“full of wonderful people.”  
He misses his family in 
Poland and England, 
but is looking forward 
to fully integrating as 

an American citizen.  
What is he most 

looking forward to 
about his new status?  
Voting!

�e application deadline for the Ohio 
Masonic Home Scholarship Program is 
April 1, 2015.

Upon meeting the criteria, applicants 
must complete the four-page 
application form accessible online at 
www.ohiomasonichome.org, under  
the Resources directory, by clicking 
on Masonic Financial Assistance.  
Incomplete or late applications  will 
not be considered.  Application and 
supporting documents must be received 
by the April 1 deadline. 

For more information, contact 
Vicki Slaughter at 800/564-9016 
or FAP@ohiomasonichome.org.

OHIO MASONIC HOME 

Scholarship

NEW   FUTURE
Dreaming of a
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Jonny Dicke, Past Master 
of Mercer Lodge No. 121, 
recently contacted the Grand 
Secretary’s o�ce with an 
interesting dilemma.  A friend 
of his eight-year-old grandson 
dug up a Masonic relic on the 
family farm.  �e youngster 
had hoped that Brother Dicke 
could identify the item, but he 
could not.  If anyone is able to 
identify what this relic might 
be, please email jwdicke@
bright.net.

He sat all alone in the chamber, 
lit only by a candle’s small ³ame,
On the wall was a shadow of 
himself, On the wall was a 

shadow with no name.
He began to question his place 
here, the way that he’d lived his 

whole life.
Constantly battling with something, 
and constantly surrounded by strife.
 
He knew that the shadow was 
symbolic, that his life had so far been in 
dark.
He knew that his legacy was nothing, a 
shadow that had not left a mark.
Today he would move from the shadow, 
from the darkness out into the Light

He took his �rst step with his left foot, 
as he walked his new path on that 
night.
 
For a short time he remained in the 
shadow, with his heart, not his eyes, he 

could see.
�e three great lights on the altar, and a glimpse of 
the man he could be.
For these ancient symbols before him, held 
meaning that no words could convey.
In that moment the shadow of his profane life, by 
the Light had been driven away.
 
And so he picked up the new tools, presented by 
the Master that night.
In the North East corner of the Lodge room, where 
he’d proudly stood just and upright.
Now working in stone is not easy, improving upon 
the life he’d come from.
But now he was an Entered Apprentice, and with 
time he knew mastery would come.

�e Brethren of the 6th Masonic District jointly celebrated the 
feast of St. John the Evangelist (December 27) by attending 
Emmanuel United Methodist Church in Batavia, Ohio. 

St. John the Evangelist is one of two traditional patrons of 
stonemasons.  St. John the Baptist is the other, whose feast day is 
on June 24.  Freemasons have historically observed the feasts of St. 
John the Evangelist and St. John the Baptist in homage of their 
operative forefathers. 

Ohio Masons Celebrate
the Feast of St. John

Unknown Masonic Relic The Shadow 
by Jason Eddy    

WINTER 2015    13



An Introduction
What is this Resource Center?
�e Ohio Masonic Home brings you a one-stop phone 
call for aging questions, needs and issues, and that is this 
resource center. It is designed to assist in keeping Masons 
and their families as healthy and independent as possible. 
Based simply on the idea of “aging how you want and 
where you want,” this is the easy, one-call way to obtain 
products and services that will help provide a positive aging 
experience. 

What exactly does that mean “provide a positive aging 
experience?”

“Providing a positive aging 
experience” comes from the Ohio 
Masonic Home mission statement 

of being the trusted partner to 
help people age respectfully. 

It means that through the 
Resource Center, Masons 
and their families can 
receive assistance they need 

to live where they want and 
continue doing the things they 

enjoy as long as possible. 
�e mission of the 

Ohio Masonic 
Home in 

honoring its 
Masonic 
Obligation 
is displayed 
in how the 

An Introduction�e Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center

services are provided to Masons and their 
families.

So how does the Resource Center accomplish 
this mission?
�e Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center can 
quickly connect individuals to the Ohio Masonic 
Home campuses, home-based medical services, 
answer questions on aging, provide contacts to 
our Network of Excellence, refer Masons to 
appropriate local agencies, assist them in obtaining 
products to enhance the aging process, and share 
caregiving resources.

Who is answering these phone calls and where 
are they located?
Rebecca “Becky” Cason is your customer service 
representative in the Resource Center. She is 
located on the Ohio Masonic Home campus. She 
is quite knowledgeable about the organization 
and if she doesn’t know the answer, she knows the 
person who does. In addition to this knowledge, 
she provides that level of customer service 
that doesn’t exist in most places today. It is our 
commitment to provide Masons and their families 
with friendly, professional and responsive services. 
We look forward to partnering with you, how you 
want and where you want!

For more information about the Ohio Masonic 
Home Resource Center or how it can partner 
with you at any age, call toll-free  877-881-1623.
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�e Ohio Masonic Home is pleased to share that as 
of January 1, 2015 emergency assistance is available to 

Ohio Freemasons for aging, health, or safety needs. 

�e purpose of the Ohio Masonic Home Emergency 
Assistance Fund is to help people �nancially through a 

tough time. �e goal is to serve as many worthy and distressed 
Master Masons as possible with the resources available. �is program 

re³ects the Ohio Masonic Home’s vision of partnering with people to age 
respectfully; how they want, where they want. 

Common emergencies include assistance with utility bills, minor home 
repairs, minor home modi�cations for accessibility issues, small equipment 
repair, durable medical equipment (i.e. walker, cane, shower seat, grab bars, 
hand held shower, wheelchair, portable ramps), medical supplies, food, 
clothing, transportation, respite care and burial expense assistance.

�e Ohio Masonic Home Emergency Assistance Program is unable to 
pay for direct medical fees associated with examinations, procedures, 
prescriptions, clinic fees, or hospital stays.

�e criteria to qualify for Ohio Masonic Home Emergency Assistance:
• Be a Master Mason, wife or widow of a Master Mason (in good 

standing at the time of passing) and;
• Be 55 years of age or older or disabled, and;
• Have an annual income less than $24,340 annually for an individual or 

less than $31,460 annually for a couple, and;
• �e assistance requested must be to address an aging, 

health, or safety need.
Requests for Ohio Masonic Home Emergency Assistance 
are taken by the Customer Service 
Representative at the OMH 
Resource Center. If you know 
of someone who could use 
emergency assistance, 
have them call toll-free 
1-877-881-1623.

Ohio Masonic Home 
Emergency

Assistance Program

• �e assistance requested must be to address an aging, 
health, or safety need.

Requests for Ohio Masonic Home Emergency 

�e assistance requested must be to address an aging, 
health, or safety need.

Requests for Ohio Masonic Home Emergency Assistance 
are taken by the Customer Service 
Representative at the OMH 
Resource Center. If you know 
of someone who could use 
emergency assistance, 
have them call toll-free
1-877-881-1623.

If you know of 
someone who could 

use emergency 
assistance, have 

them call toll-free 
1-877-881-1623.
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BEACON
T H E  O H I O

2655 W. National Rd.
Spring�eld, OH 45504-3698
www.theohiobeacon.com

Scan code to learn more about 
the trusted partner to help
people age respectfully

SCOTTISH RITE

While the new Scottish Rite building is 
going up, the old Scottish Rite wing of 
the Rickly building has come down. As the 
Spring�eld Masonic Community campus 

completes this transformation with a 
tentative opening in the autumn of 

2015, it will be ful�lling its mission to 
partner with its residents in aging how 

they want, where they want. 
Visit www.ohiomasonichome.org and scroll to 
the bottom to track the construction progress 
and stay up to date with the latest information 
regarding this inspiring transformation.

Follow the progress online at ohiomasonichome.org!
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