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How I long to travel.  I desire to 
seek a tranquil place where I can 
embrace and celebrate, even if for 
only a short time, an awareness 
of self, friends, and another’s 
hospitality.  A place where I can 
explore differences and share 
similarities.  

Travel seems to be the link to 
humanness; a time when we truly 
connect with people while enjoying 
our own distinction.  We are all 
travelers in one sense or another.  

Travel is used in many references.  
Many travel daily to accommodate 
a work schedule that allows us 
interaction with co-workers, clients 
and other individuals who are 
caught up in that daily ritual.  We 
often think of travel in relation to 
the opportunity to break from that 
daily routine.

As your Grand Master, when 
I think of travel, I anticipate 
the opportunity to visit with 
the members of this Grand 
Jurisdiction.  Many of our Brethren 
are receiving recognition for their 
service to our Fraternity, and it 

is always enjoyable to be with 
them as they relate what their 
membership has meant to them 
and their families.  

On my recent trip to Florida with 
some of our Grand Lodge officers 
and our Ladies, I saw that our 
Ohio Brethren are enjoying their 
retirement but continue in their 
interest in Masonry as they visit 
and work in the Lodges of that 
jurisdiction.  

It was an honor to present service 
pins of 50, 60 and 65 years to 
some of our Brethren and listen to 
the remembrances of their home 
Lodge and their activities in this 
newest lifestyle.  

I must extend my gratitude to 
those dedicated Brethren who plan 
each year for our visits and to the 
staff of the Ohio Masonic Home 
for their coordination of the travel 
plans.

It was a special occasion when the 
Grand Master of Florida, MWB 
Dan Griffith, welcomed us at one 
of the gatherings and shared his 
enthusiasm for Freemasonry.

I will be visiting with many of you 
in traveling to our 25 Districts for 
inspections and receptions.  While 
each of us and each Lodge have 
differences, we are united in that 
fraternal bond that endures for all 
time.  I hope that many of you will 
give me the opportunity to share 
time with you this year and for 
many years to come.

For I know that, when I am 
seeking that tranquil place, I need 
only knock on that Lodge door 
and extend a hand to my Brethren.  

There I have found 

Freemasonry…A Timeless 
Treasure.

Norman J. Mick, Grand Master
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Introducing the Masonic
AGING RESOURCE CENTER

Greetings fellow Brethren,

 I have recently returned from Florida 
and the Grand Master’s luncheons. 
Although it was wonderful to travel 
to the Sunshine State and share 
the Ohio Masonic Home’s vision 
with our brothers residing there, it 
is always good to come home and 
continue working toward it here in 
Ohio.

Recently you received a letter and 
a magnet from me introducing the 
Ohio Masonic Home’s Masonic 
Aging Resource Center. I want to 
express my excitement in being able 
to bring this service to Masons across 
the state of Ohio. The Masonic Aging 
Resource Center is designed to assist 
all brothers and their families in 
answering any questions they may 
have on aging. You may ask what this 
might mean and so I would like to 
share with you that this new resource 
center is available to help connect 

you to the products and services 
you desire. Regardless of the type 
of distress you may be feeling, our 
friendly and professional customer 
service representatives will help 
you to connect to the solutions and 
answers you need most. Whether 
you need a fall pendant or some 
light remodeling work done on 
your house to make it wheelchair 
accessible or safer for your aging 
journey the Resource center is your 
one stop call for all of these services 
and products. So please place the 
magnet on your refrigerator and 
call the Masonic Aging Resource 
Center toll-free at 877-881-1623 
with any aging questions you may 
have. 

In conjunction with the Masonic 
Aging Resource Center we would 
also like to introduce our Partners 
in Excellence. The Ohio Masonic 
Home has formed partnerships with 
various retirement communities 
throughout the state of Ohio 
where we currently do not have 
a physical presence. Following 
a strict credentialing program 
these communities have become 
a trustworthy resource for all 
Ohio Masons. In forming these 
relationships the Ohio Masonic 
Home has expanded its reach 
throughout the state to provide 
communities that have the Ohio 
Masonic Home stamp of approval 
and who share our values and beliefs 
when it comes to aging respectfully. 
In the following pages you will see 
more information about each of 
the communities with which we 

have partnered, and have the chance 
to learn about the quality of each 
Partner in Excellence.
Finally, as we move into spring 
and warmer weather, I hope each 
of you will consider joining the 
Ohio Masonic Home Foundation 
at one of its enjoyable events. The 
first event, April 12, will appeal 
to all of our Masonic runners as 
we host a 5K in Springfield at the 
Springfield Masonic Community. 
Next, on May 17, nationally known 
Joy Loverde will speak at the 
BeActive BeFriend luncheon held 
on the Western Reserve Masonic 
Community campus. Moving in to 
June, the Foundation will be hosting 
a Golf Classic on June 2 at the Top 
20 Wedgewood Club located in 
Columbus. Finally, end your summer 
by joining us as we take a scenic ride 
in support of memory care during 
the Miracle Miles for Memory Care 
capstone Road Rally event. As you 
page through the Beacon please 
take note of the dates and contact 
information for each event and 
register early as I know a few of the 
events have limited spots. 

I look forward to seeing each of 
you at these events and sharing the 
blessing that comes from helping 
those in need through attending 
them. In parting, I want to remind 
each of you that the Masonic Aging 
Resource Center is here for you toll-
free at 877-881-1623 when you may 
be in distress.

Warm Regards,
Tom Stofac
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Member Benefits
FOR TRAVEL

Ohio Masons who have a desire 
to travel have several opportunities 
for savings.  

Hertz offers special year-round 
discounts on daily, weekly, 
weekend, and monthly rentals, 
traveling in the U.S. or worldwide.  
Their discount for Ohio Masons 
includes:  One car class upgrade 
(Class C, D, F) in the U.S. and 
Canada; $10 off a weekly rental 
(Class C, D, F, G or L); Up to 
$15 off a weekend rental (Class 
C, D, F, G, L, R).  To receive 

the discount, use Hertz CDP# 
1573607 when calling 1-800-654-
2210 or visiting www.hertz.com.

Choice Hotels offers 20% off 
the cost of a stay at participating 
Choice Hotels, which may 
include Comfort Inn, Comfort 
Suites, Quality, Sleep Inn, 
Clarion, MainStay Suites, 
Econo Lodge and Rodeway Inn 
hotels worldwide.  Book online 
by visiting www.choicehotels.
com, click on Enter Your Special 
Rate ID and enter the Masonic 

association number (00802171) or 
call 1-800-258-2847.

Motel 6 has partnered with the 
Grand Lodge of Ohio to provide 
all Ohio Masons a 10% discount 
at any of the 1,100+ pet-friendly 
Motel 6 locations in the U.S. and 
Canada.  To book a reservation, 
call 1-800-4-Motel 6, and use the 
code - CP571495 to receive the 
discount.  

On February 1st, the Officers of the Grand Lodge of Ohio met in emergent 

session at the Masonic Hall of Paramuthia Lodge No. 25 in Athens, Ohio 

to mark the 200th anniversary of the Lodge’s creation.  

The Lodge was consecrated and dedicated anew to the Holy Saints John 

and the sublime principles of Faith, Hope and Charity by the aid of the 

traditional wages of a Craftsman.  The corn of nourishment was poured as 

the Lodge was rededicated to charity.  The wine of refreshment was poured 

as the Lodge was rededicated to hope, and the oil of joy was poured as the 

Lodge was rededicated to faith.

Paramuthia Lodge celebrates

200th ANNIVERSARY
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Honoring U.S. Army Col.
GARRY L. THOMPSON

We would like to take a moment 
to highlight a story from one of 
our traveling servicemen. U.S. 
Army Col. Garry L. Thompson, 
son of Don Thompson, recently 
was awarded the U.S. Army’s 
Bronze Star Medal with the oak 
leaf cluster for his exceptionally 
meritorious service while serving 
as Army aviation team chief and 
senior advisor to the Iraqi Army 
Aviation Command from July 8, 
2012, to June 13. Raised in Lodge 
#309 in Frankfurt, Ohio in 1989, 

Garry will soon be a 25 year Ohio 
Mason. As he travels during his 
service, he always attends lodge 
wherever he is located. At one 

point in time he even attended the 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas lodge 
which is reputed to have been 
attended by then President Harry 
S. Truman. We would like to thank 
Col. Thompson for his service, 
congratulate him for his recent 
commendation and acknowledge 
his dedication to the Fraternity 
through his lodge attendance 
regardless of where he is stationed. 

To read the original article 
concerning his service and 
awards published in the 
Chillicothe Gazette go to 
http://www.chillicothegazette.
com/article/20130914/
LIFESTYLE/309140003.

Ohio Masons, who are currently Verizon Wireless customers and who have a price plan with a 
monthly access fee of $34.99 or greater, can now receive an 18% discount from Verizon Wireless. 

Normally, this kind of discount is only available to employees of large corporations. However, 
the Verizon Wireless Employee End User Program is again available to all Ohio Masons.  For 
the details on how to sign up for this discount, visit www.freemason.com.

Grand Lodge discount withVERIZON WIRELESS RESTORED!

Photo by Richard Sellers



Grand Master’s 
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FLORIDA REUNION TRIP

REMINDER!! The application deadline for the Ohio Masonic Home Scholarship 

Program for the 2014-2015 school year is April 1, 2014!

Students may access the scholarship forms at the Ohio Masonic Home’s website at www.

ohiomasonichome.org under the Resources tab on the left side or by the link at the bottom of 

the page.  Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.  

For more information or questions, contact Vicki Slaughter at 800/564-9016 or 

FAP@ohiomasonichome.org.

Hello from Sunny Florida! 

Following tradition Grand Master Norman Mick held four luncheons on a four-day tour across the state of 
Florida to reunite with Ohio Masons who migrated south to the Sunshine State.  Many thanks go out to 
the coordinators for each of the luncheons. Grand Master Mick presented each coordinator with a special 
gift of the Masonic pocket watch seen below in appreciation of all of their assistance with each event. The 

luncheon coordinators were Art Founds in West Palm Beach, Ken Gavins in Sarasota/Bradenton, 
Jim Grimmet in Ft. Myers, and Jerry Hatton in Tavares. At each stop Grand Master 
Mick presented service pins and shared news and glad tidings from Ohio to the more 
than 350 Masons attending all the luncheons. Also present at each of the luncheons 
were Ohio Masonic Home CEO Tom Stofac and Ohio Masonic Home Foundation 
President Cathy Wigton. For those of you who were unable to attend the Grand 
Master’s Luncheon Reunion, above are some pictures for your 
enjoyment



Returning to the Symphony
(AS A SPECTATOR)

On Saturday night, music will take 
Edwin Bonebrake back 
to when he was a young 
trumpet player and a new 
member of the Akron 
Symphony Orchestra.
Bonebrake joined the 
orchestra in 1938 when 
he was 19 and played 
trumpet with the 
ensemble for about 25 
years.
The orchestra will 
perform in Medina at 
the Performing Arts 
Center on Saturday 

– and Bonebrake, now 94, will be in the 
audience.
“I really enjoyed,” Bonebrake said of his 
days with the orchestra.
He performed at Loew’s Theater in 
Akron with the Akron Symphony and as 
a member of a pit orchestra for a number 
of popular acts that came though Akron. 
“I met the Three Stooges in person,” he 
said. “I played in the pit for every show 
at the theater.”
Bonebrake, who now lives at the 
Western Reserve Masonic Community 
on Nettleton Road in Medina Township, 
was offered tickets to Saturday’s 
performance by Elizabeth Grant, who 
works at the retirement community.
Grant said she bought tickets for the 
holiday concert by the Akron Symphony 
and Chorus at the Medina Performing 
Arts Center and made arrangements to 
accommodate Bonebrake, who uses a 
wheelchair.
“Eddie has been telling me how much 
he wants to see the symphony,” she said. 
“He was the first person I thought of 
when I got tickets.”

Originally written by Loren Genson and featured in the Medina Gazette on December 20, 2013. 

Grant worked with the orchestra 
and the Medina Performing 
Arts Center to find a way to 
accommodate Bonebrake and his 
wheelchair. She also gave her ticket 
to Bonebrake’s son, Gary, who is 
in town visiting his father for the 
holidays.
“I just knew I had to find a way to 
get them at that concert,” she said. 
Bonebrake said he picked up the 
trumpet when he was 5 years old 
and played it ever since. He said 
he fondly remembers playing with 
the Akron Symphony under Louis 
Lane, who conducted the orchestra 
from 1959 to 1983. He said he tried 
out during the annual auditions and 
was worried about making the cut. 
The person who auditioned before 
him sounded very talented.
“I went in the room and I said to 
Louis, ‘I heard that guy play. There’s 
no sense in me playing now,’” 
Bonebrake recalled. “He said, ‘Ed, 
you sit and play,’ and after that he 
made me first trumpet.”
Bonebrake did take time away 
from Akron when he served in 
the U.S. Army Corps Band during 
World War II. He was stationed in 
Labrador, the northeastern-most 
portion of Canada, and the northern 
section of the Canadian province of 
Newfoundland and Labrador.
The area was a strategic spot during 
World War II and a Canadian air 
base at Goodse Bay included troops 
from all the Allied forces.
Bonebrake remembered it was 
bitterly cold.
“It was negative 44,” he said. “It was 
just too cold, and snow everywhere.”

He said his job with the band was to 
play for the troops while they were 
stationed there. Once, a New York 
Times photographer captured a picture 
of Bonebrake and other members of 
the band in their snowshoes standing in 
many feet of snow near the air base.
“I had a lot of fun in the Army, helping 
other people,” he said. 
When he returned home, Bonebrake 
worked as a teacher in a number of 
Akron schools, serving as band director 
at Buchtel High School and as band 
director at Innes Middle School. After 
that, he taught at 18 different elementary 
schools on a rotation basis before he 
retired in the 1970s.
He said he most enjoyed playing for and 
teaching the youngest students.
“I could walk in with a horn in my hand 
and play it, and everybody wanted to 
learn to play,” he said. “It was the most 
fun.”
Contact reporter Loren Genson at (330) 
721-4063 or lgenson@medina-gazette.
com.
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Bonebrake, 94, poses with one of his three trumpets Thursday at the Western Reserve Masonic Community on Nettleton Road in Medina Township.

Bonebrake, second row center, poses with other members of the Akron Symphony Orchestra in the late 1930s.
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The Masonic Aging Resource Center

1-877-881-1623

Why A Resource Center?
• To serve as many of our Brethren as possible
• To implement the OMH Vision of being: “The Trusted 

Resource to Help People Age Respectfully”
• To promote and assist in keeping our Brethren and 

families as healthy and independent as possible.
• To provide products, services, housing and healthcare 

either through OMH or its Partners in Excellence.

What is the Resource Center?
A one stop call that can:

1. Connect you to OMH Campuses and Home Health 
Services.

2. Connect you to a broad range of housing and healthcare 
services through our Partners in Excellence, in your local 
area.

3. Connect you to OMH Life Compass Coaches to answer 
aging questions, assess your environment, produce a Life 
Plan to encourage health and independence and refer 
you to appropriate agencies in your local area.

4. Assist you in obtaining products that will enhance 
your health, independence and provide a positive aging 
experience.

5. Connect Brethren in need to their local lodges and 
committees.

6. To be the arm of OMH that serves as Companion and 
Guide to Respectful Aging.

Call 1-877-881-1623

How Do You Use the Resource Center?
Call the Resource Center: 1-877-881-1623
This phone call is all you need and a friendly, professional 
customer service representative will meet you, listen to your 
situation and guide you to answers to questions, services and 
products that can assist you.

Everything you need to know about the Ohio Masonic Home Aging Resource Center at 
your fingertips or one free phone call away at 877-881-1623.



1-877-881-1623
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The Ohio Masonic Home, as a visible expression 
of Ohio Freemasonry, brings you a one-stop 

phone call for aging questions, needs and issues.

Our Commitment to You
• Friendly, professional service
• Responsive to your questions

• Getting you what you want and how you want it, to 
assist you in aging respectfully

The Masonic Aging Resource Center
Toll Free 877-881-1623
A service of The Ohio Masonic Home, 

the Trusted Resource To Help People Age Respectfully
*We encourage you to remove this page and keep it, or post it in your lodge as a reference for 

any Mason who may be in distress or have questions about aging.

1-877-881-1623
Toll Free

The Masonic Aging Resource Center
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Introducing Ohio Masonic
PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE

We are delighted to announce the development of a statewide network of credentialed partners that share our vision 
of aspired living, graceful aging and outstanding standards in areas such as independent senior housing, assisted living, 
memory care, post-hospital services, comprehensive rehabilitation, skilled nursing, respite options, hospice services and 
long-term care.  

Danbury North Canton
Established in 1997, Danbury 
North Canton is known for 
excellence in active senior living 
and outstanding amenities.  
Featuring a variety of studio, one-
bedroom and two-bedroom floor 
plans, Danbury North Canton 
offers the finest in dining by one 
of Stark County’s most talked 
about chefs.  Located close to 
shopping and local attractions, 
Danbury North Canton is a pet 
friendly community.  

Danbury Cuyahoga Falls
Recently celebrating its fifteenth 
anniversary, Danbury Cuyahoga 
Falls features signature programs 
that make it the senior community 
of choice in Summit County.  
Spacious studio, one-bedroom 
and two-bedroom apartment floor 
plans offer spectacular nature 
views.  Outstanding dining and 
daily recreational offerings are just 
a few of the Danbury hallmarks of 
excellence.

Danbury Woods of 
Cuyahoga Falls
By listening to the suggestions 
of Danbury residents and seniors 
within the community at large, 
Danbury Woods opened in 2013.  
This state-of-the-art assisted living 
community is located on the same 
campus as Danbury Cuyahoga 

Falls.  Whether an individual 
needs a little bit of assistance or a 
lot, Danbury Woods personalizes 
its amenities and services to 
meet the unique needs of each 
person.  It also features Windsong 
Gardens, an enrichment-inspired 
memory support program for 
individuals with Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia.  Short stay 
options for caregiver breaks are 
also available.

Parkside Village Senior 
Living Community
Located next to Otterbein 
University’s world class equine 
training center in Westerville, 
Parkside Village is proud to be 
Danbury’s first senior living 
community in Central Ohio.  
Featuring 18 different floor plans 
with breathtaking views and five 
star amenities, Parkside Village 
promotes independent and assisted 
lifestyles through its graceful 
aging philosophy.  Also offering 
an enrichment-based memory 
program, The Glen, Parkside 
Village is a proud recipient of a 
2013 deficiency-free survey by 
the Ohio Department of Health.  
Parkside Village is known for its 
wonderful cultural arts programs; 
including painting, playwriting, 
hosting production cast parties, 
theatre and music.

Springwood Place
Springwood Place offers over-55 
apartment living within a wooded 
setting within one of Central 
Ohio’s most sought after locations.  
Located in Westerville within five 
minutes of exceptional shopping, 
dining and entertainment, 
Springwood Place offers spacious 
one and two-bedroom floor 
plans.  These spacious apartments 
feature top of the line stainless 
steel appliances, oversized closets, 
balconies, sitting rooms and three 
types of cabinetry and woodwork.  
Springwood Place is the solution 
for maintenance-free living, 
especially for those individuals 
that spend their winters outside 
the Buckeye state!

Quaker Heights Care 
Community
Located in historic Waynesville, 
conveniently situated between 
Dayton and Cincinnati, Quaker 
Heights Care Community is 
the first Ohio Masonic Homes 
Partner to offer a complete campus 
of care for its members.  Featuring 
apartments, assisted living, short-
term rehabilitation, complex 
medical care, respite, outpatient 
therapy, hospice and palliative 
care, extended care services and a 
memory support program, Quaker 
Heights was recently honored as 
one of Ohio’s top twenty skilled 
nursing centers for resident and 
family satisfaction.  

FOR MEMORY CARE 5K



Save the Date!

Please Join Us!
What: Miracle Miles for Memory Care 5K

When: April 12, 2014

 Registration begins at 7:30 am

 Race begins at 9:00 am

Where: Springfield Masonic Community

 2655 W. National Road, Springfield, OH 45504

Cost: $25 with early registration through March 28

 $35 after March 25

Chip-time Race, Post race Pancake Breakfast is $5

To register, please contact Dan Shirk at dshirk@ohiomasonichome.org 

or call 937-525-4973.

Calling all runners and walkers! 
Join the Ohio Masonic Home 
Foundation at the first annual 
Miracle Miles for Memory Care 
5K Walk/Run presented by US 
Bank. Located on the Springfield 
Masonic Community campus in 
Springfield, Ohio, the chip timed 
race will follow a moderate course 
winding through the community. 
With each step you take through 
the beautiful campus, you will be 
supporting those brothers who 
have been touched by Alzheimer’s 
or dementia by contributing to the 
Ohio Masonic Home memory care 
located throughout the state. 

According to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, approximately 
589,000 Ohioans are 
caregivers for someone living 
with Alzheimer’s or dementia. 
If you or someone you know 
has a loved one living with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia 
come out in support of this 
cause. Runners, walkers, and 
spectators are all welcome 
to join in the event or join 
in for the post-race pancake 
breakfast. 

Register today and help create new 
memories!
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Miracle Miles
FOR MEMORY CARE 5K
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Ordinary

We live in a fast paced world that 
is often negative, materialistic 
and disconnected, but every once 
in a while we see that rare story 
telling of a hero.  Sometimes 
they make national news, which 
we all see and revel in, and 
sometimes they are ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things.  

Dave Miller is one of those 
people who appears on the surface 
to be ordinary, but is doing 
extraordinary things.  Dave and 
his friend, Susie Durnell, have 
already been on one mission trip 
to Mexico, and touched hundreds 
of lives.  They are now in the 
process of planning their second 
trip, coming this May.  

Susie is a member of the 
Northhampton Community 
Church, which will make its 
24th trip to Mexico this May.  
This mission project was born in 
the heart of Stephanie and Paul 
Smith.  They have been going to 
the same town in Mexico all those 
24 years.   In that time they have 
helped build two churches and 
supported countless families.  

A man of great faith, Dave has a 
heart for those less fortunate than 
himself.  His whole face lights 
up when he talks about his last 
mission trip and how excited he 
is to go in May.  His interest in 
doing a mission project was piqued 
when he was invited to fly three 
dentists to Africa.  Unfortunately, 
the State Department claimed the 
trip to be too dangerous, so they 
were unable to go.  There was a 

planned 
trip to Haiti that 
did not happen either.  Dave began 
attending church with Susie when 
he moved to Springfield Masonic 
Community a little more than two 
years ago.  He was immediately 
drawn to Mexico and this mission.  
“This is from the man upstairs,” he 
says, pointing to the sky.  

When Dave attended church with 
Susie, he saw an opportunity in 
this mission trip that he would not 
let pass him by.  So they signed 
up and prepared for this next 
phase of life.  “In the two years 
I’ve lived here everything has 
come together,” Dave said.  “The 
friendships I have made here at 
SMC have been terrific.  I get to 
do just what I want to do.  And 
this trip was one of the things I 
wanted to do.”  

While in Mexico Dave and Susie 
had the privilege to stay with a 
host family that had been helped 
by the mission in many ways.  At 
one time they were a family that 
“worked on the beaches.”  Those 
that work on the beach peddle 
their wares to tourists, and are 
a very poor segment of society.  
Through the support of the 
mission they now own an acre of 
land, run their own shop and are 

sending their 
children to 
college.  

Dave and Susie 
also participated 
in a birthday 
party for 
hundreds of 
children that 
have never eaten 

cake before.  They did the 
typical children’s party games 
such as the piñata, and enjoyed one 
of many cakes.   Part of the mission 
project is each member of the team 
gets a suit case and they fill it with 
clothes, shoes and even a few toys.  
These suitcases can weigh in excess 
of 50 pounds!  Dave took 100 
harmonicas in his, as well as clothes 
and shoes for the orphans.  He was 
blessed to see those harmonicas in 
action at one of the churches.  

Dave’s passion for the mission 
shines through as he talks about the 
orphans in Mexico.  Those children 
have touched his heart in many 
ways.  The smile that lights his entire 
being,says more than any words of 
his love for those children.  

Dave talks often about the many 
blessings he has received in his life 
and how important it is for him to 
share those blessings with others.  
When asked about why he does 
this, Dave looked away, and with a 
crack in his voice said, “It’s payback.”  
While the world may not see David 
Miller as a hero, there is a family and 
hundreds of orphans in Mexico that 
do.
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Ohio Masons are invited to attend the 5th annual Masonic Restoration Foundation 

Symposium, which will be held at the Cincinnati Masonic Center on August 15 – 17, 2014. 

This national symposium will feature speakers and workshops focused on enabling Masons and 

Lodges to improve their Masonic experience.   (This will be a Brothers only event; there will 

not be a ladies program.)

Schedule
The Symposium will begin with a 

traditional Festive Board banquet 

on Friday, August 15 at 7 pm, 

providing an opportunity to explore 

the European Masonic custom of 

combining food and fellowship with 

Freemasonry.  The workshops will be 

held on Saturday, August 16 from 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm.  Attendees will 

then witness an exemplification of 

the oldest Masonic ritual used in 

the United States in the form of a 

Pennsylvania Master Mason degree.  

A Scotch Harmony will finish the 

day with attendees raising a brotherly 

tune and glass of good cheer.  The 

Symposium will conclude on Sunday 

morning with a town hall forum and 

presenters’ roundtable.   

Masonic Restoration Foundation Symposium
AUGUST 15-17

You’re Invited to Attend
FREEMASON UNIVERSITY.COM

Are you looking to do a little traveling – maybe see a little more of the world of Freemasonry?  
Well look no further.  Freemason University will allow you to explore the world of Masonic ritual , 

leadership, management and history all from your own home computer.  
Freemason University was created to give access to essential tools for today’s Freemason. Everyone 

has unique talents, and those talents can be developed into strengths by adding skills and knowledge. 
There are 3 main schools within Freemason University:  Ritual Appreciation, Management, and 
Leadership, each with their own resources including video, audio and handouts. 
Several new video courses have just been added.  So why not visit www.freemasonuniversity.com?  It 
may be just the travel experience you’ve been seeking.  Enjoy the Journey!

Accommodations
The headquarters hotel will be the 

Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport Hotel, 

located at 1717 Airport Exchange 

Blvd, Erlanger, Kentucky.  Busses 

will be provided to shuttle attendees.  

Reservations can be made by calling 

the hotel directly at 859-746-5608.  

Attendees should request the 2014 

MRF Symposium Group Block rate 

of $92 per night when making their 

reservations.  This special rate includes 

two double beds and continental 

breakfast. Reservations must be 

received on or before July 25, 2014.  

Meals
The hotel rate includes deluxe 

continental breakfast each morning 

for up to two guests per room.  Hotel 

guests may 
have a full buffet 
breakfast with eggs cooked to order for 

an additional charge of $10 per night.  

All Symposium attendees will enjoy 

the Festive Board banquet on Friday.  

Lunch will be provided on Saturday 

as will appetizers during the Scotch 

Harmony.  Saturday evening will be an 

opportunity for attendees to sample 

the many area restaurants on their own. 

Cost
The registration fee for the Symposium 

is $100.

Registration
To register for the symposium, visit 

www.mrfsymposium.org  now.

 



Save the Dates

Please Join Us!
What: BeActive BeFriend Luncheon
When: May 17, 2014
Where: Western Reserve Masonic Community, 4931 Nettleton Rd., 
             Medina, OH 44256
Cost: $25*

*Please reserve your place as seating is limited by contacting Cathy 
Toth at ctoth@ohiomasonichome.org or by calling 330-721-3261.

Save the Date and plan on 
attending the BeActive BeFriend 
luncheon to be held at Western 
Reserve Masonic Community in 
Medina, Ohio.    This is the 2nd 
annual fundraising event with 
the express purpose of raising 
awareness and funds that benefit 
Resident Care of those we serve at 
the three Ohio Masonic Homes 
and Cornerstone.   

Funds were initially raised to 
enhance the lives of campus 
residents by supporting 
opportunities to participate in 
activities, programs or projects that 
promote an individual or group’s 
physical, intellectual, social or 
spiritual well-being.  

The dollars raised thus far have 
been used in unique ways:  

rehabilitation physical therapy 
equipment – 
replenished 
sewing & 
material 
supplies for 
the residents’ 

art room – specialized memory 
stimulation activities for residents 
of our Memory Care Centers – 
physical fitness & therapeutic water 
classes.  These represent just a few 
of the 15 projects funded since 
2012.    

Please become a partner of this 
cause by joining us and share in 
the joy of giving back to those we 
serve.

We are very excited to announce 
our guest speaker, Joy Loverde, 
nationally acclaimed expert on 
successful aging, family caregiving 
and eldercare.  Prepare to be 
entertained as she discusses aging 
in an enlightened, informative 
and fun way that all audiences will 
enjoy.

Joy’s bestselling book, “Complete 
Eldercare Planner: Where to Start, 
Questions to Ask, How to Find 
Help,” reflect the depth of her 
understanding and compassion for 
the needs of older Americans.   

“The book is the best we saw...” says 

the 
American 
Medical Association.

 With over 30 years experience 
as a media spokesperson, Joy’s 
appearances include the Today 
Show, CBS Early Show, CNN 
Headline News, ABC News, Fox 
News, National 
Public Radio, and 
others.

For more 
information on Joy 
Loverde go to her 
website (www.
elderindustry.
com).
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Save the Dates
The Ohio Masonic Home 
Foundation invites you to the 
exclusive Wedgewood Golf & 
Country Club for a round of golf 
in the First Annual Miracle Miles 
for Memory Care Golf Classic. 
Mark your calendar for June 2 as 
we tee off for a worthy cause on a 
spectacular course. 

Voted one of the top 20 courses, 
the Wedgewood golf course 
located in Powell, Ohio was 
designed by Robert Trent Jones, 
Jr. and takes golfers through a 
majestic course complete with 
stone laden creeks and mirror 
ponds. Each registration entitles 
the golfer to the use of a cart, the 
practice range, the locker room 

MIRACLE MILES FOR MEMORY CARE
and guest showers, scoring, cart 
signage, and bag drop valet service 
with hole assignment. Following 
your round, join fellow golfers for 
a relaxing and delicious dinner as 
you relive the day’s excitement. 

While you play through this work 
of art you will be supporting the 
Ohio Masonic Home Foundation 
in its initiative to bring the latest 
and best in memory care to Ohio 
Masonic Home residents across 
the state. Invite your friends, co-
workers or business partners to 
play at this private course and 
enjoy what you and your team 
will consider the opportunity of 
a lifetime.

Golf Classic

Please Join Us!
What: Miracle Miles for Memory Care Golf Classic

When: June 2, 2014

Where: Wedgewood Golf and Country Club

 9600 Wedgewood Blvd., Powell, Ohio 43065

Cost: $125/Golfer

Dress: All golfers are asked to respect the dress code of Wedgewood Golf 

& Country Club by refraining from wearing casual dress which includes 

jeans and t-shirts.

To register, please contact Mark Harris at maharris@ohiomasonichome.org 

or call 419-878-1814.
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BEACON
T H E  O H I O

2655 W National Rd
Springfield, OH 45504-3698
www.theohiobeacon.com

Scan code to learn more about 
the trusted resource to help 
people age respectfully

Have you heard about  the Ohio Masonic Home 

Masonic Aging Resource Center?

What is the Resource Center?

A one stop call that can:
1. Connect you to OMH Campuses and Home Health Services.

2. Connect you to a broad range of housing and healthcare services through our Partners in 

Excellence, in your local area.

3. Connect you to OMH Life Compass Coaches to answer aging questions, assess your environment, 

produce a Life Plan to encourage health and independence and refer you to appropriate agencies in 

your local area.
4. Assist you in obtaining products that will enhance your health, independence and provide a 

positive aging experience.

5. Connect Brethren in need to their local lodges and committees. 

6. Be the arm of OMH that serves as Companion and Guide to Respectful Aging.

Call 1-877-881-1623 with your aging questions or for more information!
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